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Freemasonry and Mormonism: The Ignored History 

Today few members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints and perhaps none of the converts to its doctrines know the 
exact nature of Joseph Smith Jr. and early Church involvement with 
Freemasonry. It is an issue wrapped in legends, opinions, gossips and 
dark clouds. Mormon and anti-Mormon publications alike present two 
extremes of the Mormon-Masonic history, the subject where an 
inexperienced student of history is likely to get lost in a vain effort to 
find objectivity and compromise. 

And yet, this complicated issue is a very important milestone of 
Mormon history that is worth exploring. Reed Durham, the former 
president of the Mormon History Association and LDS Institute of 
religion at the University of Utah, writes that “in the study of Masonry 
lies a pivotal key to further understanding Joseph Smith and the 
Church” (Durham, 1975, p.3). 

This paper will try to shed some light upon the three issues that 
will be of interest to members of the LDS Church and general public. 
First- the exact nature of the Masonic fraternity, second- the precise 
characteristics of Mormon (Joseph Smith Jr.) involvement with 
Freemasonry, third—unbiased evaluation of the impact of that 
relationship. 

Works used for this research have been carefully selected to 
encompass many of the arguments involved in uncovering of the 
historical facts. Much material is taken from Mormon historical 
sources, both universally known and found in the archives of the 
Church. Still other works that were used present an alternative 
viewpoint on Mormon history. This paper is a byproduct of a one-year 
research concerning the Freemasonry. 

This paper contains no material that is intended to insult or 
belittle the religious beliefs of members of the LDS Church. On the 


contrary, the intent of the author was to undertake a profound study 
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of Mormon history for the purpose of uncovering the sources used by 
Smith, since Mormonism from inception was a religion of restoration. 
The Grand Daddy of Them all: Freemasonry 
Official History 
It was not until June 24, 1717 A.D. that several Masonic lodges, 
which had already existed for several centuries in complete secrecy 
for fear of persecution, united in Goose and Gridiron tavern to form 
the Grand Lodge of England. After that important event Freemasonry 
could spread to many places freely. In the American colonies, Masons 
existed as individual lodges from the 1670ies until the Grand Lodge 
was established in Pennsylvania in 1730, being deeply involved in the 
American Revolution (Robinson, 1989, pp.173-174). 
Prominent Members. Men like Mozart, Napoleon, Sir 
William Churchill and Walt Disney were Freemasons. Thirteen 
American presidents belonged to that fraternity. Robert Livingston, 
Grand Master of New York's Masonic lodge, swore in George 
Washington as the first President of the United States, on a Masonic 
Bible. The Grand Lodge of Maryland laid the Cornerstone of the 
Capital building. 
Origins 
The origins of Freemasonry are shrouded in mystery and 
legends, which are not supported by reliable evidence. Although 
Masonic rituals themselves talk a lot about Jerusalem Temple, their 
roots will probably take us back the medieval order of Knights 
Templar. Evidence also points back to pagan practices of Egypt and 
Greece, which have been interwoven with the Old Testament, Cabala 
and eighteen-century philosophy (Ivins, 1934, p.15). One of the most 


influential American Freemasons, Albert Pike, wrote: 


” Part of the symbols are displayed there [Blue Lodge Degrees] 


to the Initiate, but he is intentionally misled by false interpretations... 
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it is intended that he shall imagine he understands them” (Pike, 1871, 
p. 819). 


Doctrines and Practices 

Notwithstanding the fact that Masonic Lodges gather in 
Temples, Freemasonry is a non-religious organization that accepts 
men of all races, creeds and faiths save for atheists. According to the 
website of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of 
California, “Freemasonry is a Brotherhood of Men under the 
Fatherhood of God, charged with the mission of identifying good men 
and giving them the opportunities and resources to become better 
men.” The three fundamental ceremonies of Masonry contain 
instruction in morals with quasi-secret signs, handshakes, passwords, 
and penalties for revealing them. Inner life of a Lodge is not secret, 
but rather private, as proceedings of a corporation. 

Freemasonry Today 

World masonry embraces about 4 million men, but does not 
have international headquarters; each Grand Lodge is independent. 
Masonry varied with times and geography always carrying a 
philosophical and mystical connotation. Today the restriction of 
religious and political discussions within a Masonic meeting remains a 
universal tenet of Freemasonry, encouraging peace and harmony to 
prevail among its members. American Fraternity made up of about 3 
million men, contributes two million dollars every day to charitable 


causes established solely by Freemasons (Robinson, 1989, p.175). 


The Masonic Family of Palmyra 
In a country founded by Freemasons where it was commonly 
recognized as an elite and selective institution, Joseph Smith, Sr. was 
made a Mason in 1818. His older son, Hyrum, became a Mason in the 
1820’s. On September 21, 1828, the night of the Autumnal equinox, 
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his younger brother Joseph received a visit by a supernatural being 
named Moroni in Palmyra, New York. On the day of the equinox 
Joseph Smith Jr. had subsequently made four annual visits to the hill 
Comorah when finally on September 22, 1827, the angel entrusted 
inscribed golden plates to him and his wife (Hogan, 1993). 

The Morgan Affair 
At about that time, Captain William 


ILLUSTRATIONS Morgan of Batavia, New York disappeared 


-or— 


M A S O N R Y (and assumed murdered) before publishing 


Sied ; the first American authored exposé (see 
ONE OF THE FRATERNITY 
eee ene,“ | Figure 1). of Masonic rituals. His 


Comrea Saand.:. disappearance was judged an act of Masonic 


Printed for the Proprietor, 


1377 vendetta and produced a ferocious anti- 


CAPT. WM. MORGAN’S | Masonic movement in the country. Capt. 


EXPOSITION OF 


FREEMASONRY, William Morgan was in time and geography 


Ings, showing the Lodge-room 


with the addition of engrav! 
Signs, Grips and Masonic Emblems. 


close to Joseph Smith Jr. but whether they 


were personally acquainted is not exactly 


Figure 1. Cover of Captain 


: clear. However in the anti-Masonic 
Morgan’s Masonic expose 


newspaper, the Seneca Farmer and 
Waterloo Advertiser there appears a signature of Joseph Smith 
together with 9 other men asking public to offer assistance to 
Morgan's wife (Durham, 1975, p.4). 

Interestingly, in 1834 the widow of William Morgan, Lucinda 
along with her second husband, George Harris, was converted to 
Mormonism by Apostle Orson Pratt. George Harris had been a Mason 
and former associate of Morgan. Eventually Lucinda Pendelton 
despite her still being married to George Harris became one of Joseph 
Smith’s wives. The Harrises lived across the street from the Smiths in 
Nauvoo (Owens, 1999, p.165). 
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Freemasonry in Nauvoo 


Historical Background 


The second Grand Lodge of Illinois was established in 1840. On 
October 15, 1841, a dispensation was granted to found a lodge in 
Nauvoo. On March 15, 1842, Grand Master Jonas instituted a Masonic 
Lodge in the town of Nauvoo. On that day Smith Jr. wrote down "In 
the evening I received the first degree in Free Masonry in the Nauvoo 
Lodge, assembled in my general business office." The record for the 
next day reads, "I was with the Masonic Lodge and rose to the 
sublime degree" (History of the Church, vol. 4, p. 551- 552). On March 
21, 1842 an article where Johnas praised people of Nauvoo appeared 
in “Advocate” in Columbus, latter it was reprinted in “Times and 


Seasons” (vol. 5, p.565). 


At this time Grand Master Jonas was a candidate for a seat in 
the lower branch of the Illinois legislature. Though Masons in 
neighboring towns had asked him to ignore the petition of the 
Mormons, whose problems were herd of; he knew that Mormons were 
a political force and a good addition to the Illinois Masonic family. 
Mormons themselves have expressed that they “would support the 
men and the party who were friendly to their interests”(Times and 
seasons vol. II p.651). Three years later the only rival to the city of 


Nauvoo in North- west was St. Luis (Goodwin, 1938, pp.14, 15). 


Heber C. Kimball wrote to Parley P. Pratt on June 17, 1842, only 
three months after Joseph Smith had embraced Masonry: "... We 
have organized a Lodge here of Masons since we have obtained a 
charter. That was in March. Since that there have near 200 been 
made Masons. Brother Joseph and Sidney were the first that were 
received into the Lodge. All of the Twelve have become members ... 
"(Kimball S., 1981, p.85). 


Freemasonry and Mormonism 6 


Endowment Enigma 

Temple ceremonies of the developing Mormon Church appear to 
be the area most significantly affected by Joseph Smith’s Masonic 
membership, even though he did not leave a precise statement of how 
the endowment ceremony came to be. 

Endowment Chronology. Six weeks after his Masonic 
initiations, on Wednesday, 4 May 1842, in his Nauvoo Joseph gave 
store an “endowment” to a "Holy Order" of nine disciples, all of whom 
were Master Masons. These 9 men were introduced to new 
theological instructions and ritual. In 1843 wives were included 
(Buerger, 1994, ch.3). 

Reed Durham writes: Mormon ceremony which came to be 
known as the Endowment, introduced by Joseph Smith to Mormon 
Masons, had an immediate inspiration from Masonry (Durham, 1975, 
1912). 


Arguments. Mormon-Masonic historian Mervin Hogan is often 
quoted on the following: 

“No Mason, or anyone else, acquainted with the rituals of 
[either] the [Masonic or Holy] Order can honestly claim there is the 
slightest resemblance of th[e] ordinances or procedures [of the LDS 
endowment ceremony] to anything presented in a Symbolic Lodge of 
Free Masonry” (Hogan, 1984 17, 30-31 ). 

However here Hogan is talking about ceremonies as a whole, 
not about their elements. Mormon endowment deals with Creation, 
Fall and Atonement, claiming its origin in the Garden of Eden 
(Talmage, 1912 pp.94-100) while Masonic Rituals deal with life and 
death tracing themselves back to King Solomon and building of his 
Temple (Hogan, 1986, pp. 25, 28). It is a well-documented fact that 
the three elements of the Nauvoo endowment and its contemporary 


Masonic ritual resemble each other so closely that they are sometimes 
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identical (Durham 1975, 4 6). It is also worth remembering that 
present-day LDS endowment ceremony is an end result of several 
thorough editings and abridgements since the times of the Prophet 
Joseph. 
The First Presidency stated in a message on October 15, 1911, 
“[b]ecause of their Masonic characters, the ceremonies of the 


temple are sacred and not for the public ”( Clark, 1970, p.50). 


Kirtland Ceremony. Sources that are not interested in a 
historically accurate portrayal of Joseph Smith, Jr. (Scharffs, 1989, 
pp.122- 123) present him as a half literate boy who never could have 
had access to Masonic secrets prior to embracing them personally in 
Nauvoo. Clearly such historians totally forget to mention the “Morgan 
affair”, that was going on at the same time that Joseph Smith was 
dictating the Book of Mormon. The anti-Masonic movement triggered 
by Morgan’s disappearance led to the creation of an independent 
party- a third political movement, that published in October 1826, at 
Batavia, New York, an expose of the rituals of the Masonic degrees, 
which were also portrayed on public stages, for an admission fee 
(Hogan, 1983, p.4). 

In Manuscripts of Samuel C. Young we read that James 
Cummings, a Mason who was present when Joseph was initiated, is 
quoted as saying that "the Prophet explained many things about the 
rites that even Masons do not pretend to understand but which he 


made most clear and beautiful" (Brown, 1998 p. 130). 


It is also claimed (Scharffs, 1989, p.182) that, since on January 
19, 1841, Joseph Smith recorded a revelation that spoke of the need 
for Temple ordinances (Doctrine and Covenants, 124:27-42), he did 


not borrow anything from the order he joined a year latter. It should 
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not be ignored however that that the Nauvoo endowment was a 
“restoration of ancient truths” and a significant departure from 
Kirtland Temple in 1835-36 ceremonies. Oliver Cowdery’s sketchbook 
on January 16, 1836 described them as washings by water and 


whiskey perfumed with cinnamon (Buerger, 1994, p.11). 


On May 4, 1842, Joseph Smith wrote that he instructed certain 
of his followers "in the principles and order of the priesthood, 
attending to washing, anointings, endowments ...setting forth the 
order pertaining to the Ancient of Days" and that, "in this Council was 
instigated the ancient order of things for the first time in these last 
days (History of the Church, vol. 4). 


In the diary of L. John Nuttall, under February 7, 1877 Brigham Young 
is recorded as saying: “ ...the Prophet Joseph at Nauvoo ... gave the 
Key Words|[,] signs, tokens and penalties...." (Andrus, 1968, p. 334). 


pnism. There are many parallels found 
between early Mormonism and the 
Masonry of that day such as 


temples, conferences, councils, 


priesthood, anointing with oil, 


licenses, certificates, elders, 


Figure 2. Square and Compasses : : 

above the Nauvoo Teniple-angel high priests, and the Book of the 
Note: Taken from Law. Masonic square and 
www.masonicmoroni.com compasses are clearly seen 


above the angel used as the weather vane on the original Nauvoo 


Temple (see Figure 2). 


It could be said that the institution of the political kingdom of 
God!, including the Council of Fifty, the living constitution, the 


1 Joseph Smith Jr. was ordained King of the Kingdom, coronation also performed for 
Brigham Young and John Taylor 
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proposed flag of the kingdom, and the anointing and coronation of the 
king, had its origin in Freemasonry. Nevertheless the temple 
ceremony cannot be explained as wholesale borrowing; neither can it 


be dismissed as completely unrelated (Durham 1975, pp. 11-16). 


Why: Masonry for Mormons 

The question as to why exactly Joseph Smith joined 
Freemasonry personally (while some verses about “secret 
combinations”? in the book dictated by him in 1828-1829 might be 
interpreted as cautioning against it) will probably never be accurately 
and fully answered. But several hypotheses could help to understand 
situation in historical and personal context. 

Acceptance 

Mormons, who had experienced persecution in New York and in 
Missouri, wanted to have a fresh start in Illinois, they desired peer 
acceptance. “[The friends of Masons are] Generals and Presidents, 
Magistrates and Clergy, Lawyers, Doctors and Statesmen, good men 
and true. Number the stars if you can, or the sands upon the sea 
shore, then count the friends of masonry”(McGavin, 1947, pp. 13-14). 
The best place to engage a fresh start no doubt was a Lodge of 
Masons. 

It is probable that many of the Mormons who joined Masonry 
before baptism in the Church encouraged Joseph Smith to seek a 
special dispensation for Navoo. If Mormons could attend Masonic 
conventions and be among the prominent jurists of the state, they 
thought they would avoid the persecution they had witnessed 
elsewhere (McGavin, 1947 p.13). 


Book of Mormon 2 Ne. 26: 22 
And there are also secret *combinations, even as in times of old, according to the combinations of the 
devil’, for he is the founder of all these things; yea, the founder of murder, and ‘works’ of darkness; 
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The Magician 

Still the above suggestion does not explain why after joining a 
social institution like Freemasonry, Smith incorporated parts of it into 
the religious rituals that are supposed to enable the saints “...to walk 
back to the presence of the Father, passing the angels who stand as 
sentinels, and gain ...eternal exaltation..." (Journal of Discourses, vol.2 
p.31). 

In the Encyclopedia of Mormonism (vol.2, p.527) it reads: "The 
introduction of Freemasonry in NAUVOO had both political and 
religious implications”. 

The reader will have to keep in mind that Joseph Smith was 
always deeply interested in non-orthodox Hermetic religious 
traditions, namely: Masonry, ceremonial magic, and Kabbalah. In 
these he saw things that resonated with his own beliefs. He felt free to 
embrace and change them, claiming the restoration of the original 
brilliancy lost through the centuries unifying them all into one 
(Durham, 1975, p. 12). 


Brigham Young referred to the Mormon endowment as 
“Celestial Masonry” (Young A. E., 1876 p.371). 


Albert Pike, wrote about Masonry, "It is the universal, eternal, 
immutable religion, such as God planted it in the heart of universal 
humanity" (Pike, p. 219). 


The Intimate Possession. In 1937 in the September 
issue of “The Improvement Era” (vol.40 No. 9 p.565) there came out 
an article “Illinois Yields Church Documents”. The article described 
how LDS Church acquired certain documents from C. E Bidamon, son 


of L.C Bidamon, husband of Smith’s widow Emma. The original 


Figure 3. Joseph Smith’s 
Jupiter talisman 


Note: Taken from R.C. 
Durham, (1974, April 20) Js 
there no help for the widow’s 
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collection included “A silver pocket piece, 
which was in the prophet’s pocket at the time 
of his assassination.” An affidavit depicts it as 
a medallion inscribed with words ‘Confirmis O 
Deus Potentissimus’, and “being one of the 
prophet’s intimate possessions” according to Emma Smith (see 
Figur3). This medallion has signs and a table of Jupiter with planetary, 
mythological, numerological, astrological mystical and magical 
meanings. The medallion could have been made using the texts of 
ceremonial magic like ‘Agrippa's Occult Philosophy’ (p. 329) and 
others available in the late eighteenth century (Durham, 1975, p.14). 

Joseph Smith Jr. was born on December 23, 1805 during the 
first Decan of Capricorn whose ruling planet is Jupiter, which also 
governed 1805 and 1844.Jupiter the star in the east is a very explicit 
Masonic emblem. 

The day of the week governed by Jupiter is Thursday. 
Interestingly for 60 years the fast meetings of the LDS church were 
on Thursdays. Thursday also being the day of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith's martyrdom. The talisman presently exists in Utah, in the 
Wilford Wood Collection, D. C. M. (Durham, 1975, p.14). 


Cabala. Resemblances between Masonic Rituals and 
Mormon endowment however do not suggest that no other sources 
could have been involved. Such other source could well have been 
Jewish Cabala. If so then Joseph Smith did indeed bring into American 


continent rudiments of an ancient religion. 


In his colossal work “Morals and Dogma” Albert Pike writes: 
“Masonry is a search after Light. That search leads us directly back, 
as you see, to the Kabalah" (Pike, p. 741). 
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" Cabala was the custodian of an occult re-reading of Genesis 
teaching godhood to man " (Rehmus, 1990, p. 208). 


According to James Talmage’s work “The House of the Lord” 
LDS endowment ceremony presents human beings as the offspring of 
God and potential gods (Talmage, 1912, pp. 94-100). 


On Sunday afternoon, April 7 1844, just ten weeks before his 
death, Joseph Smith stood before a crowd of 10,000 and gave the 
greatest address to church. There he announced his new “old” 
theology of the unity of matter and spirit, and the divinization of the 


faithful through celestial marriage. Brooke (Brooke, 1994, p. 281). 


“There are but very few beings in the world who understand 
rightly the character of God," he began. “God is not, however, to be 
understood as one and singular.” Using a cabalistic but not linguistic 
exegesis on the first Hebrew words of Genesis “Bereshith bara 
Elohim”, Smith pronounced there are a multitude of Gods emanated 
from the First God, existing one above the other without end. “He who 
humankind calls God was Himself once a man; and man, by advancing 
in intelligence, knowledge--consciousness--may be exalted with God, 
become as God” (History of the Church vol. 6,p. 302). 


In 1841 a Jew raised Poland, educated at the University of 
Berlin, who was converted by Heber C. Kimball to Mormonism, 
migrated to Nauvoo. Both Joseph Smith’s and Alexander Neibaur's 
diaries show that Neibaur read with and tutored Smith in German and 
Hebrew (Faulring, 1989, pp. 460, 481, 487). 

In June 1843, Neibaur published in Times and Seasons a short article 
"The Jews" (Times and Seasons vol.4, p.220-22). The accuracy of 
numerous citations suggests that Neibaur not only knew Kabbalah but 
also had access to the works he quoted. Joseph likely became familiar 
with the Zohar the great heart of the Cabala while with Neibaur 
(Owens, 1999, pp. 178-84). 
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Full Speed Collision: Problems Again 


Mormonism vs. Masonry 


Samuel H. 


Goodwin, former grand 


master of Utah, said 
about Navoo Masonry 
“Movement to 


establish a Masonic 


1840 IL 1846-47 lodge in Navoo appears 
morons 


to have been regarded 


year 


with suspicion and 


distrust by masons elsewhere in the state...Neighboring lodges 


Figure 4. Number of Master Masons in became unfriendly to 
US, Illinois and among Mormons in 1800, the lodge in Navoo...”S. 
1847 H. 


Note: Adapted from DJ. _ Buerger. (1994) The Mysteries 


af CnAlinana. Litatarver Rarman Tamnla Wranchin Can 


(Goodwin, 1934, p.13) 


It seems that collision of Masonic and Mormon interests 
happened due to several reasons. First, the newly installed “Mormon 


“lodges threatened to dominate the Grand Lodge of Illinois. 


In 1846, in just six months, Navoo raised an astounding number 
of 256 Master Masons who had no one to tutor them in their “Masonic 
work”. The Grand Lodge of Illinois at that time was about 150 in 


number. (see Figure 4). 


Widtsoe writes: “Many of the Saints were Masons, such as.... 
Heber C. Kimball, Elijah Fordham, Newel K. Whitney, James Adams, 
and John C. Bennett...” ( Widtsoe[online]) 
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Secondly, Masonry meticulously preserves its landmarks, ever 
since its foundation and Smith’s alterations to Masonic Rituals and 
practices by authority of revelation did not fail to bring hostility. 

Heber C. Kimball, in unpublished manuscript dating November 
13, 1858, wrote about Mormonism, “We have the true Masonry. The 
Masonry of today is received from apostasy, which took place in the 
days of Solomon and David. They have now and then a thing that is 
correct, but we have the real thing (Kimball, S., 1981, p. 85). 


Masonry for All. Thirdly, Masonry is an exclusively male 
institution. Nevertheless, only two days after Masonry was given to 
the men, Smith organized the Female Relief Society. The Society also 
met in the lodge room (History of the Church vol.4, p.552) possibly 
intending it to be a Masonic auxiliary, or the new Mormon Masonry. 
The society would have a constitution, a secretary, treasurer and 
‘member balloting’-all typical Masonic elements. 

The society’s minutes recorded on 28 Sept. 1842, indicate that 
Joseph’s wife Emma Smith, read an epistle signed by Joseph Smith, 
Brigham Young and others. It had these words: ".... Let this Epistle be 
had as a private matter in your Society, and we shall learn whether 


you[women] are good Masons" (Walgren, 1982, 132). 


The Clandestine. Due to the mentioned problems, as well 
the start of secretive polygamy The Grand Lodge of Illinois, after 
investigations of charges and complaints of irregularities, ordered five 
Mormon Lodges to dissolve in 1843. These orders were ignored and 
the Lodges continued to labor causing the Grand Lodge to declare 
them clandestine in 1844 (Robinson, 1989, p. 327). 


Brigham Young complained on February 10, 1867: “... Freemasons... 


have refused our brethren membership in their lodge, because they 
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were polygamists. There is the king who established this high and 
holy order...he had seven hundred wives, and that is more than I 
have...” journal of Discourses, Vol. 11, pp. 327-328). 


On April 5, 1844, when the Masonic hall was dedicated in Navoo 
(History of the Church, vol. 6, p. 287), a Mason from St. Clair Lodge 
No. 24 in Belleville was disciplined, having marched in the procession 
of a clandestine Masonic organization as set forth in the Annual Grand 
Lodge communications of 1844 and 1846 (Goodwin, 1938, p.36). 


The Assassination: What those words mean? 


The details of the assassination of Joseph and Hyrum Smith will 
not be dealt with in this work due to their complexity and length. 
Nevertheless some things are worth noting. 


History 


The Nauvoo Expositor run by excommunicated and disillusioned 
Mormons, on June 7, 1844 publicly stated that Joseph Smith broke US 
law by being a polygamist and had established a political Kingdom of 
God on earth, which was true. On a cloudy day of June 10 Joseph 
Smith blessed in the name of the Lord those who obeyed him in 
destroying the source of “public nuisance”- the “Expositor ” press 
(History of the Church, vol., 6 p.433). Participants of this act were 
released by the Mormon authorities, which ignited anti-Mormon 
activity in the county. Joseph decided to cross the Mississippi and 
escape to the West 1846 (Goodwin, 1938, pp.41,42). 


“Some were dreadfully tired in their faith to think that Joseph 
should leave them in the hour of danger’”(Whitney, pp 350-351). Later, 
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Joseph persuaded by family, returned and turned himself to 
authorities, saying that he would be going "like a lamb to the 
slaughter" and would be "murdered in cold blood" (History of the 
Church, vol.6, pp.555, 559). 


Masonic Involvement. On June 27, 1844, a mob stormed 
tiny Carthage jail. Joseph Smith, Master Mason, with upraised hands, 
commenced giving the Masonic distress call to Masons who were 
present in the mob: "Oh, Lord, My God..."(Doctrine and covenants, 
135:1). He was unable to complete his plea and died falling out of the 
window. The last straw in Mormon Masonic relationship was 
additionally exacerbated by the fact that some assassins who were not 
Masons fled to Warsaw Lodge in effort to escape justice (Oaks, 1980, 
pp. 66-67). 


The encyclopedia of Mormonism (Vol. 2, p. 528) says that the 
Nauvoo lodge continued its work in the newly built hall until April 10, 
1845, when Brigham Young advised Lucius Scovil to suspend the its 
work. 


In Utah 


The Thing of the Past 
aa 


a Oak 
BoM 


After leaving Nauvoo, the Mormon Church 

took no action to continue any affiliation with 

| Freemasonry. However it is interesting to note 
that in the Journal of Wilford Woodruff, under 
the date of August 19, 1860, quoted Brigham 

) Young as saying, "G. A. Smith would like to go 

| to England and obtain five Charters for 
Lodges... " (Thomas [Online]) However 


President Young also refuted on January 22, 


Figure 5 Brigham Young 
wearing a Masonic pin circa 
1853 


Note: Taken from 


VANANAL WAACANICMArANI CAM 


Freemasonry and Mormonism 17 


1860: “Masons sent to this territory for the same purpose to Establish 
a lodge here & try to get an influence with some here to lay a plan to 
try to murder me” (Woodruff, Vol. 5 pp. 482-484[online]). Nonetheless 
he continued to wear his Masonic pin well into the fifties of the 
nineteen century. (see Figure 5). In Utah, Mormons freely depicted 
symbols traditionally associated with Freemasonry including the sun, 


moon, and stars, the all-seeing eye, handgrips, and others. 


Conclusions 

To understand why LDS members don’t know much about 
Freemasonry one must know that the Mormon Church claims to be 
founded in the supernatural atmosphere, and aims to keep intact the 
golden icon of Joseph Smith, the founder of the LDS theology. With 
this attitude, the Church history cannot have a shadow being cast 
upon its mythos by such an ordinary social entity as Freemasonry 
(Hogan, 1993, 941 20). 

On the other hand Freemasons that universally welcome men of 
all faiths, for 112 years would not accept Mormons into their Utah 
lodges until 1984, when this hypocrisy was done with. 

Perhaps today, 159 years after the initial events, the time has 
come to finally face facts concerning what really happened in Nauvoo. 
Has not the time come for members of the LDS Church to finally know 
and understand their own history and not run away from it? After all, 
if the founder of Mormonism was not ashamed to be a Freemason, 
why should members of his Church be ashamed to place the facts into 
their proper historical context in the country that has been founded 
on ideals of a square and a compass, more especially in the beehive? 


state? 


3 “The Bee Hive, Moronically, is an emblem of Industry. The ritual recommends strongly that industry 
should be practiced by all created beings. the bee in Masonry is mentioned as early as 1724 ” (Allen, 
1974, p.73) 
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“T wish that all men were masons and would live up to their 
profession, the world would be in much better state than it is now” 
(Kimball H. C., Journal 94b, part 2, 5, Church Archives). 
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